THE  DEFENCE   OF  DEMOCRACY

prevent it from degenerating into a mechanism. This
can be done only by recalling men to the faith that is
at the source of vital democracy. That cannot be done
by precept, but only by example, in the secularized
society of to-day. Christianity has to make good its
claim, all over again, to be the sovereign influence in
society. And that can be achieved only if the pro-
fession of Christianity has visible consequences in a re-
personalization of the social relations of our modern
abstract collective.
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